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1. Welcoming letter

Dear delegates,
It is an honor for us to welcome you to the XIII version of the San José de Las Vegas
school United Nations Model, VMUN, and to the Security Council. We expect that this
experience proves to be rich to all of you not only academically speaking but also that you
can live it and enjoy it to the fullest. We also hope that this experience opens your eyes and
helps you to think and ponder about the problematics surrounding our world at the moment,
and how a territorial conflict can expand and have social, economic, and political
repercussions. We expect that you will be able to find solutions and alternatives that you
can both apply inside the committee and in your personal lives.
Trust, that in us you can find mentors and figures that can help you and support you in
any part of the process, or in a certain area that you have difficulty with. We would like for
you to live the full VMUN experience and work following its main phrase: “Working for
change”.
Finally, it is of complete importance for you to prepare, investigate, read, and properly
represent your delegation in this or any United Nations Model, so that the debate is open
and fluent. However, by taking this into account you shouldn’t forget to enjoy, be social
and meet new people, and most importantly learn strategies that you’ll be able to
implement in your life in the future or even in the present.
Best regards,
Presidents of Security Council, VMUN XIII
Sofia Betancur (320 694 4382)
Correo: securityvmun@sanjosevegas.edu.co

Camilo Franco (300 372 6405)

2. Introduction to the UN and the committee.
Founded in 1945, after the second world war, the United Nations is an international
organization that was initially comprised by 51 countries committed to maintaining
international peace and security by developing friendly relationships among nations and
promoting human rights.
As for the Security Council, this organ of the UN has the primary responsibility of
maintaining international peace and security. It takes lead in determining the existence of a
threat to the peace or act of aggression.

2.1. History and generalities
The UN Charter is the UN’s governing document drafted by 50 states in the San
Francisco Conference, from April 25 to June 26, 1945, and later signed by 51 nations. The
document established the six main organs of the UN. These six organs are the Secretary
general, the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the
International Court of Justice, and the Trusteeship Council.

The organization has the power to act on a wide range of issues and provide a forum for
its 193 member states to express their views through the numerous committees such as the
General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council among others.

The work of the UN aims to reach every corner of the globe and has 5 main purposes:
1. to keep peace throughout the world,
2. to develop friendly relations among nations,

3. to help nations work together to improve the lives of poor people, conquer hunger,
disease, and illiteracy,
4. to encourage respect for each other´s rights and freedoms,
5. and to be a center for harmonizing the actions of nations to achieve these goals.

The council originally consisted of 11 members, five permanents, those being the
Republic of China, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and the United States,
and six non-permanent members elected by the General Assembly. However, an
amendment to the UN charter in 1965 increased the membership to 15 (including the
original five permanent members) and 10 non-permanent ones. That being the reason why
nowadays the council is comprised by 15 members, including the five permanent ones that
were mentioned before. The remaining ten are non-permanent, five of which are members
elected for two-year terms and the other five retire each year, both groups are elected by the
General Assembly. The non-permanent members are generally chosen to achieve equitable
representation among geographic regions, with five members coming from Africa or Asia,
one from eastern Europe, two from Latin America, and two from western Europe. Those
current members are, (with end of term year): Albania (2023), Brazil (2023), Gabon (2023),
Ghana (2023), India (2022), Ireland (2022), Kenya (2022), Mexico (2022), Norway (2022),
United Arab Emirates (2023). Throughout the years more than 50 United Nations Member
States have been Members of the Security Council. The memberships has also seen changes
throughout the years, for instance in 1971 the people’s republic of China replaced the
Republic of China, and in 1991 the Russian Federation succeeded the Soviet Union.

2.2.Powers and functions
The security council calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful, nonviolent means. The council can also resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize the use
of force in order to maintain or restore international peace and security.
Each of the 15 members count with a vote, five of them (the permanent members) count
with veto powers. This is the power to veto any substantive resolution, meaning that if any
permanent member rejects a resolution, it will be immediately discarded. However, when
the members vote on all “procedural” matters decisions by the council are passed by at least
9 affirmative votes of any of the members. Nevertheless, a State that is a Member of the
United Nations but not of the Security Council may participate, without a vote, in its
discussions when “the Council considers that country´s interests are affected”. The
measures taken by the council must be in accordance with articles 41 and 42 of the UN
charter and must seek to maintain or restore international peace and security, this is stated
in article 39 of the charter.
The United Nations Charter states the functions and powers of the security council.
Those are:
•

To maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles of the
United Nations

•

To investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction

•

To recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement

•

To formulate plans for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments

•

To determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to
recommend what action should be taken

•

To call on members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not involving
the use of force to prevent or stop aggression

•

To take military action against an aggressor

•

To recommend the admission of new members

•

To exercise the trusteeship functions of the United Nations in “strategic areas”

•

To recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary General
and, together with the Assembly, to elect the Judges of the international court of
justice

3. TOPIC I: Terrorism and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
and the affectations to the security and peace of the international
community.

Weapons of mass destruction have the potential to produce in a single movement an
enormous destructive effect capable of killing millions of civilians and at the same time
affecting the natural environment, altering the lives of future generations due to its
catastrophic effects. The main types of WMD are nuclear weapons (atomic weapons,
radiation weapons), chemical weapons (such as poison gas) and biological weapons (natural
toxins and pathogens, like the anthrax bacterium). The proliferation of these types of weapons
is one of the main concerns for the international community leading to another problem that
is how these weapons are used. The delivery and proliferation of these mortal artefacts is
very dangerous because they can be used for hostile purposes or in armed conflicts.

Not only states, but also terrorists may seek to possess weapons of mass destruction for
committing or threatening attacks, and the potential consequences of such violent events
could be catastrophic. (Van Hulst, 2003) A clear example of the risks this may bring is what
happened on March 20, 1995, when Tokyo subways were attacked with several packages of
deadly sarin gas killing twelve people and injuring over 5,000. The gas attack was made by
the Aum Shinrikyo (which means Supreme Truth) cult. (History, 2009)

In an effort to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and promote disarmament, an
agreement called the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons (NPT) was drafted,
coming into effect on January 1, 1967. Even though 191 countries have joined the NPT, five
nuclear-weapon states — China, France, Russia, the UK, and the US — are allowed to have
the weapons because they built and tested a nuclear explosive device before the treaty came
into effect. (Elias, 2022)
The following map shows which countries have possession of weapons of mass
destruction and also what type of these are in their power.

Reference: Category:Weapons of mass destruction - Wikimedia Commons

It is necessary to mention the main types of WMD and its dangers with the purpose of
understanding its repercussions in security and peace worldwide.
•

Nuclear weapons: Device designed to release energy in an explosive manner as a
result of nuclear fission, nuclear fusion, or a combination of the two processes.
Fission weapons are commonly referred to as atomic bombs. Fusion weapons are also
referred to as thermonuclear bombs or, more commonly, hydrogen bombs.

These type of weapons are incredibly dangerous and this has been demonstrated
with the great number of deaths, injuries, sickness and destruction produced by the
explosions of nuclear weapons at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, these were on a scale
never before produced by any single weapon. Since then, many countries have
developed stronger weapons than the one used in the Japanese cities creating concerns
about the catastrophic consequences such weapons could have. (Norris, Cochran,
2022)

•

Chemical Weapons: chemical arms have been employed numerous times, most
notably in the Iran-Iraq War (1980–88) and the Syrian Civil War. The United
States and the Soviet Union, during their decades of confrontation in the Cold
War (1945–91), built up enormous stockpiles of chemical weapons. The end of the
Cold War enabled those former adversaries to agree to ban all chemical weapons that
had been developed during World War I (first generation), World War II (second
generation), and the Cold War (third generation). (Schneider, 2020)

It is important to mention that under the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)
of 1993, the use of chemical weapons in war is prohibited, as is all development,
production, acquisition, stockpiling, and transfer of such weapons. Nevertheless,
while the objective of this convention is to complete the elimination of most types of
chemical weapons, there are still states that pursue chemical weapons programs as a
mechanism of defense towards attacks of enemies that are stronger or have their own
WMD.

•

Biological Weapons: Lethal biological weapons may be capable of causing mass
deaths, but they are incapable of mass destruction of infrastructure, buildings, or
equipment. Such weapons have the potential for starting widespread pandemics and
it is very difficult to control the diseases caused by these. Under the terms of the BWC
(The Biological Weapon Convention), member states are prohibited from using
biological weapons in warfare and from developing, testing, producing, stockpiling,
or deploying them. However, a number of states have continued to pursue biological
warfare capabilities, seeking a cheaper but still deadly strategic weapon. In addition,
the threat that some deranged individual or terrorist organization will manufacture or
steal biological weapons is a growing security concern. (Schneider, 2017)
To make things more worrying, of the more than 190 members of the United
Nations, a dozen or so are strongly suspected of having ongoing biological weapons
programs and such programs can be easily hidden and disguised as vaccine plants and
benign pharmaceutical-production centers. Biological weapons are not as expensive
to manufacture as nuclear weapons, yet a lethal biological weapon might nonetheless

be the strategic weapon that would win a war. This prospect of military advantage
might tempt some regimes to acquire the weapons, though perhaps clandestinely.
(Schneider, 2017)

3.1 Risks and danger of the WMD terrorism
The possession of weapons of mass destruction by belligerent groups could have severe
consequences leading to mass destruction and large-scale killing. To be able to understand
the topic it is important to start off with how easily these groups could obtain WMD. Some
experts say biological weapons are “easy to produce” because they can be made in a garage
or a kitchen, while others discuss that it is necessary to have skills, training and access to a
microbiological laboratory which is crucial. (Maerli, 1999)

Luis W Alvarez, a prominent nuclear weapons scientist in the Manhattan Project, says that
it is not difficult to set off an explosion using highly enriched Uranium, no basic research is
necessary to construct a nuclear weapon. With modern weapons-grade uranium, the
background neutron rate is so low that terrorists, if they have such materials, would have a
good chance of setting off a high-yield explosion simply by dropping one half of the material
onto the other half.

Despite the “ease” with which some WMD can be made it is necessary to evaluate if the
acquisition of fissile material in sufficient quantity is an obstacle for belligerent groups for
the production of weapons of mass destruction. Access to Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU)
or plutonium, the essential components of a nuclear weapon, determines whether or not the

production is possible. Maybe the gathering of sufficient nuclear materials can be difficult,
but it is no lie that the proliferation of nuclear materials is indeed a world
problematic. (Maerli, 1999)

This leads to nuclear theft; places where there is a lack of security in their installations
and have in their possession nuclear material could be victims of having nuclear weapon
material stolen, which becomes a real threat when there is a possibility that it ends on hands
of insurgent groups or non-nuclear nations. Clearly, there are reasons to believe that terrorists
could have access to the needed quantities of material they need to produce WMD and it
should be a main concern for the international community, the consequences of these actions
could end in catastrophic disasters that could put in danger the security and peace of the
international community.

Reference: Nuclear incidents index
In 2004, the Center for Nonproliferation Studies, a program partly funded by Carnegie
Corporation of New York, established a framework for understanding the threat posed by

nuclear terrorism. Authors Charles D. Ferguson and William Potter posited that there are four
scenarios under which a nuclear weapon could be used by terrorists.
1. The theft and detonation of an intact nuclear weapon from a military nuclear facility.
2. The theft or purchase of fissile material leading to the fabrication and detonation of an
improvised nuclear device (IND).
3. Attacks against and sabotage of nuclear facilities, in particular nuclear power plants,
causing the release of large amounts of radioactivity.
4. The unauthorized acquisition of radioactive materials contributing to the fabrication
and detonation of a “dirty bomb.” 1
(Nuclear Terrorism, 2022)

3.2 Proliferation of nuclear weapons
Apart from the already stated negative consequences that the WMDs bring to the global
community, a more concerning problematic is the proliferation of these weapons. According
to Britannica proliferation is “the spread of nuclear weapons, nuclear weapons technology,
or fissile material to countries that do not already possess them. The term is also used to refer
to the possible acquisition of nuclear weapons by terrorist organizations or other armed
groups.” (Britannica, 2018)

The whole situation becomes more worrying when countries that don´t have a big amount
of monetary resources begin building WMDs. The acquisition of nuclear weapons by
developing countries such as India (1974), Pakistan (1998), and North Korea (2006) raise
A "dirty bomb" is a type of "radiological dispersal device" that combines a conventional explosive,
such as dynamite, with radioactive material. (NRC, 2022)
1

new challenges and risks for the international community. The main problem is that even
though developing countries can acquire nuclear weapons they do not have the elaborate
system of command and control to limit the risk of nuclear accident and conflict escalation,
system that was present in countries like the United States and the Soviet Union when these
were building and working with WMDs.

Similar concerns were raised following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, when
some former Soviet republics inherited a portion of the Soviet nuclear arsenal. Many experts
warned that neither these countries nor a weakened Russia could guarantee the security of
their nuclear weapons. Under the Lisbon Protocol (1992), Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine,
as well as Russia and the United States, became parties to the START (Strategic Arms
Reduction Talks) treaty between the United States and the former Soviet Union, and the
former Soviet republics agreed to destroy or transfer to Russia all strategic nuclear warheads
in their territories. (Britannica, 2018)

Tensions are still rising, even after the treaty, seeing as The Russian Federation has
violated international laws and treaties during the Invasion of Ukraine, America questions,
what is stopping Russia from using WMDs against its rivals? Vladimir Putin, Russia´s
president, has even threatened to use nuclear force. The New York Post reports:
Vladimir Putin warned the president of Finland Saturday that any effort to join NATO
would “negatively” affect relations between the two countries. The comments followed
another Russian leader’s threat to use the Satan-2 hypersonic nuclear missile to strike
Britain and Finland “in just 200 seconds” — and that the weapons could be used to hit the
United States as well. (New York Post, 2022)

Other states such as Libya, however, have tried -and failed- to develop mass destruction
weapons, while Argentina and Brazil, eventually abandoned their nuclear weapons programs.
South Africa, when joining the NPT (Treaty on the Non- Proliferation of nuclear weapons),
voluntarily dismantled its nuclear weapons in 1991 and became a non-nuclear-weapon state.
Israel has not signed the NPT and maintains a policy of “Nuclear ambiguity” and does not
confirm or deny the possession of WMDs.

A counter argument made toward the dismantle of
WMDs is made by some international relations theorists in
which they have rejected the idea that nuclear proliferation
increases the likelihood of nuclear conflict. American
scholar Kenneth Waltz stated that the spread of nuclear
weapons can generate stability and peace. He backed this
statement up by saying that states with nuclear power will
be deterred from attacking each other by the threat of
nuclear retaliation. Other scholars, nevertheless, have
argued that nuclear proliferation inevitably increases the
risk of a catastrophic nuclear explosion, whether deliberate
or accidental.

Reference: List of parties to the Treaty on the NonProliferation of Nuclear Weapons - Wikipedia

3.3 United Nation´s attempts to prevent the proliferation of WMDs
As an attempt to stop and prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons The UN created
the NPT, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons.

The NPT is a landmark international treaty, the main objective is to prevent the spread of
nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy and to further the goal of achieving nuclear, general and complete
disarmament. The Treaty represents the only binding, multilateral commitment to the goal
of disarmament by the nuclear-weapon States. Opened for signature in 1968, the Treaty
entered into force in 1970. On 11 May 1995, the Treaty was extended indefinitely. A total
of 191 States have joined the Treaty (…) More countries have ratified the NPT than any
other arms limitation and disarmament agreement, a testament to the Treaty’s
significance. (United Nations, n.d.)

The treaty is considered to be an essential foundation for the pursuit of nuclear
disarmament as it was precisely designed to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, to further
the goals of nuclear, general and complete disarmament, and to promote cooperation in the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

In order to achieve the goal of stopping proliferation and to build confidence between state
parties, the treaty establishes a safeguards system under the responsibility of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). These safeguards are used to verify compliance with the
treaty through inspections conducted by the IAEA. The treaty promotes peaceful use of
nuclear energy and cooperation between states, while safeguards prevent the diversion of
materials for weapons use.

The treaty also remains under constant control, for example, article VIII, paragraph 3,
envisage a review of the operation of the Treaty every five years.

3.4 QARMAS
- Does your country possess or is working on possessing weapons of mass destruction?
- How is your country following the NPT?
- Has your country ever used weapons of mass destruction?
- Has your country had incidents regarding weapons of mass destruction?
- How is your delegation avoiding proliferation of weapons of mass destruction?

4.Topic II: Threats to international justice due to the rule of law being violated
by the impunity suffered in some countries
The rule of law basically states that everyone is the same in the eyes of law and justice.
But in order to fully understand what rule of law is or how it works, four universal
principles must be understood first. Those principles, according to the world justice project
are “accountability”, “just law”, “open government” and “accessible and impartial justice”.
•

Accountability: The government as well as private actors are accountable under the
law.

•

Just Law: The law is clear, publicized, and stable and is applied evenly. It ensures
human rights as well as property, contract, and procedural rights.

•

Open Government: The process by which the law is adopted, administered,
adjudicated, and enforced are accessible, fair, and efficient.

•

Accessible and Impartial Justice: Justice is delivered timely by competent,
ethical, and independent representatives and neutral who are accessible, have
adequate resources, and reflect the makeup of the communities they serve.

These four principles constitute a working definition of rule of law, as the world
justice project organization states, “they were developed in accordance with internationally
accepted standards and norms and were tested and refined in consultation with a wide
variety of experts worldwide.” (World Justice Project, n.d.; The Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, 2011)
Rule of law index:
The index made by the World Justice Project is considered by members of the UN
and international community as the world´s leading source for original and independent
data on the rule of law. It functions by covering 139 countries and jurisdictions and it relies
on national surveys of more than 138,000 households 2 and 4,200 legal practitioners and
experts that seek to measure how the rule of law is experienced and perceived worldwide.
The index in 2021 presents a portrait of the rule of law in the 139 countries and
jurisdictions mentioned earlier by providing scores and rankings based on eight factors:
Constraints on Government Powers, Absence of Corruption, Open Government,
Fundamental Rights, Order and Security, Regulatory Enforcement, Civil Justice, and
Criminal Justice.
The Index is intended for a broad audience that includes policy makers, civil society
organizations, academics, citizens, and legal professionals, among others. It is our hope that
this diagnostic tool will help identify strengths and weaknesses within each country or

2

Household: a house and its occupants regarded as a unit.

jurisdiction, and encourage policy choices, guide program development, and inform
research to strengthen the rule of law within and across these countries and jurisdictions.
The organization makes a table on a yearly basis, showing an Overview of Overall
Scores and Rankings in alphabetical order Scores range from 0 to 1, with 1 indicating the
strongest adherence to the rule of law.
The index is as follows:

Reference: WJP-INDEX-21.pdf (worldjusticeproject.org)

4.1.

Impunity and the affectations to

the rule of law

Impunity is defined by Oxford languages as exemption from punishment or freedom
from the injurious consequences of an action and is usually the main concern when it
comes to following the rule of law, as explained by the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights.
The absence or collapse of the rule of law in any State can result in violent conflict or
repression, leading to gross violations of human rights. Impunity is often the primary
obstacle to upholding the rule of law. Human rights become a mockery when killings,
disappearances, torture, rape, and other forms of sexual violence go unpunished, when
amnesty laws exempt perpetrators from responsibility, when inquiries into excessive use of
force fail to produce results and when economic, social, and cultural rights cannot be
attained through a judicial process. (The Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, 2011)
With this being stated, it is clear that the rule of law not only ensures justice in an
independent state, but also the security of the whole community of the country. As for the
impunity, the UN suggests establishing effective mechanisms to ensure that perpetrators of
human rights violations will not go unpunished as a step to restore the rule of law in the
aftermath of conflict or authoritarian regimes.
Impunity is caused or facilitated notably by the lack of diligent reaction of institutions
or state agents to serious human rights violations. In these circumstances, faults might be
observed within state institutions as well as at each stage of the judicial or administrative
proceedings. States are compelled to combat impunity as a matter of justice for the victims,

as a deterrent with respect to future human rights violations and in order to uphold the rule
of law and public trust in the justice system.
Impunity is clearly suffered differently or in a graver manner depending on the country.
The global impunity index or GII (which is the most important international academic
effort to measure levels of impunity worldwide) finds results and based on those, the UN
analyzes possible solutions, working alongside The Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights. Now, as to how the countries are currently suffering impunity, the GII
found:

(Global impunity index, 2020; The Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights, 2011)

Finally, when discussing about solutions, the UN found that an important one to be
taken into account is to create Human rights action plans to serve as important tools for
developing a comprehensive and inclusive strategy for combating impunity.
In Paraguay, the National Human Rights Action Plan, presented in December 2011, was
prepared following a participatory process with the active involvement of State institutions,
universities, and civil society organizations. The Plan incorporates recommendations from
UN human rights mechanisms. Its overall goal is to enhance harmonization among State
institutions working on human rights issues and ensure the compliance of public policies
with human rights standards. (The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
2011)
Other measures proposed by the UN, and the Directorate General of Human Rights and
Rule of Law from the council of Europe to avoid loopholes and gaps that contribute to
impunity are:
•

States should take all necessary measures to comply with their obligations under the
Convention to adopt criminal law provisions to effectively punish serious human
rights violations through adequate penalties. These provisions should be applied by
the appropriate executive and judicial authorities.

•

States should provide for the possibility of disciplinary proceedings against state
officials in a coherent and non-discriminatory manner.

•

In the same manner, states should provide a mechanism involving criminal and
disciplinary measures in order to sanction behavior and practice within state
authorities which lead to impunity for serious human rights violations.

•

States – including their officials and representatives – should publicly condemn
serious human rights violations.

•

States should establish and publicize clear procedures for reporting allegations of
serious human rights violations, both within their authorities and for the general
public. States should ensure that such reports are received and effectively dealt with
by the competent authorities.

•

States should take measures to encourage reporting by those who are aware of
serious human rights violations. They should, where appropriate, take measures to
ensure that those who report such violations are protected from any harassment and
reprisals.

•

States should establish plans and policies to counter discrimination that may lead to
serious human rights violations and to impunity for such acts and their recurrence.

•

States should also establish mechanisms to ensure the integrity and accountability of
their agents. States should remove from office individuals who have been found, by
a competent authority, to be responsible for serious human rights violations or for
furthering or tolerating impunity or adopt other appropriate disciplinary measure.
States should notably develop and institutionalize codes of conduct. (Council of
Europe, 2011)

4.3 Countries with high impunity and the importance of the rule of law
Saudi-Arabia:

After Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) was made Crown Prince in 2017, the regime has
systematically silenced any dissent and has racked up a worrying toll of human rights
violations, against both Saudi and foreign citizens. Authorities from this country persecute
peaceful activists by labeling them as terrorists or agitators, this way they are able to use antiterror and security laws against them. It has become concerning how Saudi authorities act
with total impunity.
Suspects are often beaten to extract confessions; they are denied access to legal support
and family visits; they are exposed to corporal punishment; and remain in excessively
protracted pre-trial detention, with any pleas for fair investigation of these violations
falling on the deaf ears of judicial authorities. (Figa-Talamanca, 2020)
The most known cases of Saudi abuse are “the death of journalist Jamal Khashoggi, the
detention of women’s rights activist Loujain al-Hathloul for driving, and the death penalty
sought for Salman al-Awdah following a tweet about peace and reconciliation”. (FigaTalamanca, 2020)
China:
The root of the human rights violations in the country of People´s Republic of China is
the number of systematic failures of the rule of law or even the absence of this. “The lack
of due process3, an independent judiciary, public participation and civic space make these
violations, and more, possible. Furthermore, they perpetuate impunity.” (ISHR, 2019)

3

The Due Process Clause guarantees “due process of law” before the government may deprive someone
of “life, liberty, or property.” (Chapman and Yoshino, n.d.)

The Communist Party of China uses China’s laws to maintain state power, not to ensure
justice. Overly broad charges that do not comply with the principle of legality are used to
wrongfully detain, prosecute, and convict individuals for the peaceful exercise of
internationally protected rights and participation in public affairs. In effect, any person
who expresses views that differ from the Party narrative, or who seeks to highlight
negative impacts of Party and government policies, can be caught in the crosshairs of
criminalization (ISHR, 2019).
El Salvador:
During the Salvadoran civil war (1980-1992), disappearances were committed on
a systematic and massive scale. It is estimated that between five to ten thousand persons were
disappeared during that period. These disappearances were carried out with the direct or
indirect involvement of the authorities, qualifying these acts as enforced disappearances. The
crimes of the past have remained unpunished, this is critical because ending impunity is
fundamental to prevent future disappearances. (Srovin & Favre, 2020)
Since the abrogation 4 of the Amnesty Law in 2016, many claims relating to crimes
committed during the civil war have been filed with the domestic investigative authorities.
However, almost no progress has been made regarding the investigation of such claims.
Given the State’s failure to investigate, prosecute and convict those responsible for these
past crimes, and the fact that the more recent violence is rarely investigated and

4

Abolition or repeal of a law, right, or agreement

prosecuted, El Salvador has been referred to as having a “culture of impunity”. (Srovin
& Favre, 2020)
These cases show us why the rule of law is so important. Like it has been mentioned
before, the rule of law is a mechanism, process, institution, practice, or norm that supports
the equality of all citizens before the law and prevents the arbitrary use of power. Effective
rule of law reduces corruption, combats poverty and disease, and protects people from
injustices large and small. It underpins development, accountable government, and respect
for fundamental rights, and it is the foundation for communities of justice, opportunity, and
peace.
All over the world people are denied basic rights to safety, freedom, and justice because
the rule of law is weak or non-existent, that is why the rule of law is essential in maintaining
a free, democratic and fair society because a country that adheres to the rule of law results in
a society in which:
•

All persons and organizations including the government are subject to and
accountable to the law

•

The law is known and accessible

•

The court system is independent and resolves disputes in an open and impartial
manner

•

All persons are presumed innocent until proven otherwise by a court

•

All persons have the right to a fair and prompt trial

•

No person should be arbitrarily arrested, imprisoned, or deprived of their property

•

Punishment is determined by a court and people can only be punished in accordance
with the law.
(Rule of Law Education Centre, 2022).

4.4 QARMAS
-

Is your delegation known for having cases of impunity?

-

Which solutions has your delegation implemented or proposed to combat impunity?

-

How seriously does your delegation take the following of the rule of law?

-

Has your delegation gotten worse or better regarding the following of rule of law as
the time went by?

-

Is your delegation known for having a fair justice system?
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6.LList of Delegations
1. Arab Republic of Egypt
2. Argentine Republic
3. Democratic People´s Republic of Korea
4. Dominion of Canada
5. Federative Republic of Brazil
6. French Republic
7. Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
8. Islamic Republic of Pakistan
9. Italian Republic
10. Kingdom of Norway
11. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

12. People´s Republic of China
13. Republic of El Salvador
14. Republic of India
15. Republic of South Sudan
16. Russian Federation
17. State of Israel
18. State of Libya
19. Syrian Arab Republic
20. Ukraine
21. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
22. United Mexican States
23. United States of America

